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NED has also been key in building up pro-U.S. political forces in Ukraine, notably
awarding the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) nearly $2.2
million towards this endeavor. Congress established NDI in tandem with NED; and NDI,
like its sister organization, claims to be a non-governmental organization, despite being
affiliated with the Democratic Party. Its chairperson is Madeline Albright, secretary of
state under the Clinton administration.

many new billionaires

xraliniaris

One $595,000 grant describes how NDI will “help political parties develop into inclusive,
national movements,” and will “assist parties in the development of inclusive, internal
communication and decision making procedures” and “conduct public opinion research
and trainings to help parties better understand and respond to citizens, including those
outside of their traditional geographical bases of support.” A less charitable
interpretation of the grant would be that the U.S. government is taking over the
political direction and organization of Ukrainian political parties, molding them as they
see fit.

In tandem with the support of political blocs also comes the grooming of young
political and social activists who NED hopes will become the leaders of tomorrow. To
this end, it has given at least $385,000 to the European Institute for Democracy in
Warsaw, in order to, in its words, “support a new generation of political leaders in
Ukraine,” by conducting training courses for their handpicked proteges, flying them out
of the country to provide lessons in “election campaigning, women empowerment,
effective governing, and crisis management,” among other skills.

The point, of course, is to develop a cadre of pro-Western neoliberal thought leaders
who will ally themselves to the United States and its vision for Ukraine. Left unstated in
all this is that the U.S. is deciding who exactly this new generation of leaders comprises.
And for all the nods towards diversity and liberalism, the U.S." record in Eastern Europe
shows they are happy to support N

ascists and other highly anti-democratic
forces. Those who do not share Washington'’s goals for Ukraine need not apply. Thus,
by using its financial muscle to support only one side in this debate, NED hopes to
engineer a future in which pro-Russia, anti-privatization political figures and
movements are sidelined and marginalized.
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_<ad Another ke Egéor n.EID Is to esﬁbili and support pro-Western media outlets and

N nﬁ'%”éé’“ B ggﬁd %:Tad/ n%rH E%a‘mloverthrow of Yanukovych and the new governments‘

wd A5 "promoting Ineepencient rredia;” But in
reality itis creafing a network largely dependent on and answerable to Washington,

One example of this is the Ukraine Crisis Media Center, which consistently

oublishes stusies [itpsi//uacrisis.org/en/president.zelenskyi-s-news-conference-for-

about “Russia’s efforts to distort

facts” and scare stories about an impending
Russian invasion, while inviting

(RTainEabroaasREsURIteaRKIRgAoH) the British ambassador to give talks at its
headquarters. Ukraine Crisis describes (iipSiliaGHSISIOrg/en/prosas)its vision of
Ukraine as an “outpost of freedom and democratic development in Eastern Europe,”
and an “integral part of the West.” Ukraine Crisis is directly funded

_y a number of different U.S. governmental
organizations, as well as by NATO and the governments of Germany, Canada, the
United Kingdom, Norway, Sweden, Poland, Finland and the Netherlands.

Most of the media organizations NED funds also maintain English-language versions of
their websites. This is because many of these groups are used to influence Western
audiences as well as individuals inside the target country, Ukraine. The Center for Civil
Liberties (CCL), for example, has been supported financially since 2016 and

has received

A=)t least $204,000 from NED. It plays an important role in injecting U.S.
government narratives into American media reporting, having been presented simply
as a "human rights group” in a wide range of outlets, including The Washington Post

"t Baie 5533632760 story ), UsA Ty

-and The New York Post.

ned-in-rao

None of these articles inform readers that CCL is directly in the pay of
a CIA front group, precisely because it would undermine their credibility.
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- ﬁjia neﬁor s directly pwngqd and operated by the U.S. state, including Radlio Free
' (0 nd i

and Voice of America

(S stagp CoRAERE b MG MABIBIERI), o150 frequently use CCL as an expert source.

This gives the impression that there is a sizable groundswell of individuals all focusing
on the same issue when, in reality, it is simply operatives from the same source (the
U.S. government) all interacting with each other.

Target: Donbas

Before his overthrow, President Yanukovych maintained cordial relations with Russia.
However, that changed drastically after the Maidan Revolution, with the new
government not only attempting to tie itself to the West, but also aggressively
suppressing any pro-Russian sentiment. Since 2014, the government has shut down

Russian-language media and jailed pro-Russian voices. It has
also banned

JUKFSIREISHEUagESERSIons) the Russian language from schools and in public places

such as in stores and restaurants. Any business caught violating the law is subject to a
fine.

This has caused significant consternation inside the country, not least because

almost one-third anslatorswithoutborders.org/language-daf -
Ukrainian citizens speak Russian as their first language, and significant minorities do
not speak Ukrainian at all. This is particularly true in the Donbas, the large industrial
area of Eastern Ukraine, and in the Crimean peninsula, which Russia controversially
annexed in 2014. In both regions, Russian is far-and-away the majority language,
spoken by nearly three-quarters of the population. Support for Yanukovych and
language preference are closely correlated. Since 2014, the Ukrainian government has
also been engaged in a low-level civil war in the Donbas against Russian-speaking
militias.

The Donbas is a target for not only the Ukrainian government but for NED as well. The
word “Donbas” is referenced 52 times in the 334 one-paragraph grants noted above,
while eastern Ukraine is mentioned 108 times and Crimea 22 times. The projects are
full of coded references to “expanding outreach” of media outlets into the Donbas, or,
even more alarmingly, to “assisting” civil groups “working in the front line territories of
the Donbas” — a statement so vague that it could mean anything from health
workshops to funneling weapons.
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#* Another focus rojects Is ahti-corruption drives. The words “corrupt” or

\ n
N ”r\cl:%wrsrﬁop it argand 3”arV§§f5cTr'H?eesbf%°'ﬂ$e NED grants to Ukraine, and the endowment has é

with the subject. For instance, it has

unt=1u ) to the Anti-
Corruption Action Center in Kiev.

NED describes KhAC's work as “non-partisan” and concerned with “promot[ing]
government transparency and accountability in eastern Ukraine,” by “monitor[ing] the
financial performance of Kharkiv-based municipal enterprises, expos[ing] corrupt
practices, and launch[ing] legal proceedings to prevent them.”

Certainly, corruption is endemic in Ukraine. Yet there is good reason to question the
intentions of these groups and suspect that they are selectively pursuing opponents of
American policy. KhAC was actually established

by leaders of the Maidan Revolution. Furthermore,
the board of the Anti-Corruption Action Center is
littered with Western government officials, including the director general of the

European Anti-Fraud Office (a department of the European Commission), a former FBI
special agent, as well as controversial neoconservative intellectual Francis Fukuyama.

In an article {Rttp: 2021412 ST SR A T B L
JdemBeracyoligarehisy), in the elite American journal Foreign Policy, executives at the
Anti-Corruption Action Center frame “corruption” and “Russian” as virtually
synonymous. “[Ukraine’s] democratization and ongoing efforts to fight entrenched
graft and cronyism are a threat to [President Vladimir] Putin’s model of governance,”

https://www.blackagendareport.com/documents-reveal-us-govt-spent-22m-promoting-anti-russia-narrative-ukraine-and-abroad
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plgi din Rus ses “strategic corruption” to undermine Ukraine's
B‘;k xgé lE;etween Ukrainian democracy and Russian
%R@%ﬁﬂéﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁbﬁﬁmsﬁﬁmﬁ EBEktIE‘I? U S. to flood Ukraine with arms and to sanction "

Moscow.

in this sense, then, NED’s incessant focus on “corruption” appears to iook far more iike
a witch hunt to bring down political forces that it opposes. This is reminiscent of the
tactics of advanced “lawfare” — using legal means to destroy political enemies — that
Washington used to overthrow Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff in 2016 and
imprison her predecessor, Lula da Silva, paving the way for far-right pro-U.S. Jair
Bolsonaro to become president.

Unbeknownst at the time, the U.S. government was secretly aiding an “anti-corruption”
operation known in Brazilian as “Lava Jato

" A combination of corrupt

judges and extremely flimsy evidence led to the persecution of the leaders of the
Workers' Party. Both the FBI and CIA were crucial to the operation. As one prosecutor

involved in the persecution quipped (EBSNNABTASIMEEOIIEARESEISERRIED
SO OEKEGAVA AT BIOSECUIOR, o' orrest was “a gt from the CIA”

Send in the Neo-Nazis

At the same time as NED has been training political leaders, other arms of the U.S.
government have been training military units, almost certainly including the notorious
Neo-Nazi group, the Azov Battalion /

A Yahoo! News

(RSO eSS VARESESZSB0EE) rort noted that, since 2015, the

CIA has been training “insurgent leaders” while Congress rubber-stamped hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of military aid to Ukraine. The congressional aid bill originally
included text explicitly barring assistance to Azov but, under pressure from the
Pentagon, the language was removed

-cobin's Branko Marcetic, “it would be more of a surprise that the neo-
Nazis of Azov haven't been trained in the CIA's clandestine make-an-insurgency
program.”

In their drive to stoke hostilities between the West and Russia, corporate media have
overwhelmingly ignored the fact that the U.S. and NATO forces have been supporting

openly Neo-Nazi paramilitaries for many years. A MintPress study
of the op-ed pages of The New
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T/me Washingt (Ré]d The & all Street Journal found that only one of 91
' ae |IAg H‘d is connection at all, with far more asserting
tﬁlﬁk\ébﬁﬁiéﬁ{éﬁahﬂbﬂa@ém‘ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂdbﬁ%ﬁmcamate Around 90% of opinion columns pushed6

a “get tough on Russia” message, with anti-war voices few and far between.
“Peopie who take at face vaiue the Western media coverage wouid have a very
distorted perception of the Ukraine conflict and its origin,” lvan Katchanovski

SREpSaitteReom/NKEEERaRSKI)! Professor of Political Studies at the University of

Ottawa, told MintPress, adding:

"They omit or deny that there is a civil war in Donbas even though the majority of
scholars who [have] published or presented concerning this conflict in Western
academic venues classify it as a civil war with Russian military intervention. The
Western media also omitted that recent ‘unity marches

(oSO S EUS/MS003OBAGOOGIAB 1 <orkiv and Ky

and a staged training of civilians, including a grandmother, were organized and led by
the far right, in particular, the Neo-Nazi Azov [Battalion].”

The Azov publicity stunt involving a grandmother, to which Katchanovski is referring,
was a particularly noteworthy incident. Conducting a civilian training operation in the
middle of the Donbas city of Mariupol while a crowd of Western journalists looked on,
Azov units showed locals how to use rifles. The extraordinary image of a silver-haired,
79-year-old “babushka” staring down the sights of an AK-47 went viral around the
world, allowing the media to construct an “everyone in brave Ukraine is doing their part
to oppose an imminent Russian invasion” narrative. The story was covered by a host of
outlets, including ABC News

lm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#EchoboX=1644858871), - 55C
{Ritpsi//Siteer:com/SuheylaTopuz/status/1493036499293638660), e Guordian
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§). Images from the

whatianal British newspapers on February 14. N

¥ Wolfsangel insignia of the many Azov soldiers

instructing the grandmother is cieariy visibie in a number of the images. The
Wolfsangel was the crest of the infamous SS brigades, Hitler's elite paramilitary units
that carried out

-the extermination of millions of people (including countless Ukrainians) in
Nazi death camps across Europe. The image is widely used by Neo-Nazi groups in the
U.S. and is considered a hate symbol by
the Anti-Defamation League. Azov's original commander, politician Andriy Biletsky, has
stated that he sees Ukraine’s mission as to “lead the white races of the world in a final
crusade ... against Semite-led subhumans.” None of the outlets above mentioned the

fact that they were profiling Neo-Nazis.

Judging by other pro-Nazi coverage, this was far from an honest oversight. Earlier this
month, a number of prominent Western media outlets, including The Daily Mail

Ukrainian sniper with “at least ten confirmed kills.” Bilozerska was presented as a
quintessential “girlboss” who was defending her land from foreign aggression. The Sun

JBHGGs T Ussiantseparatists-deadl) — Britain's best selling newspaper — called her a

“hero” in its headline. Both outlets even included a video of her killing Russian-speaking
Ukrainian citizens for readers’ pleasure. This enjoyment might have been tempered
somewhat if the Mail, Sun or other outlets revealed to their readers that Bilozerska is a

fascist from the Right Sector {RttpSi//eturomaidanpress.com/2014/(

-_group, a Neo-Nazi

ATATARY ~nn-:~vuwlrn

This information is far from difficult to find, as Bilozerska is a well-known public figure

inside Ukraine, keeping a popular blog
r . y and YouTube channel
' ) where she shares her thoughts.

include that the

Holocaust did not happen that homosexuals should not be allowed to eat at the same
table as heterosexuals, and that monuments to Hitler's greatness should be erected in
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ia outlet Deutsche Welle was forced to rescind

AITAKUITLS o B e 8

in Brussels to give a speech.

A broken promise and an existential threat

In 1990, the U S government promlsed (

) dm’\\?’H!ll.QJ’-llﬂ!ﬂ— Uﬂimﬂﬂ";ﬁ-’&uﬂ dlU-CAPallSIt 18 = U] ‘h d —u a.-». 1Cdl |

eastward” from its current position in exchange for Soviet support for German
reunification. However, it later reneged on this promise, and between 1999 and 2004
NATO galloped eastward, even admitting three former Soviet republics, all of which
share a land border with Russia. In 2008, NATO also invited

) Ukraine and Georgia to

join.

For Moscow, this was an existential threat. Russia as a country draws its origins from

the Kievan Rus Federation, a medieval state whose capital was Kiev and from where
the word “Russia” derives. In the 13th century, the Rus people fled north towards
Moscow to avoid the Mongol invasion, helping to establish the Grand Duchy of
Muscovy, which later became the Russian empire, the Soviet Union and the Russian
Federation today. Putin himself has said

A that he considers Russians and

Ukrainians to be “one pbple”; “Ukraine”literally means “borderland” in Russian. Yet
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki recently described

2SS-SE u janu 90 Ukraine as “our eastern flank” — a
assertion that is significantly less credible than Russia’s claim.

The U.S.-Russian relationship fundamentally deteriorated during the 2014 Maidan
Revolution. President Yanukovych had been playing the European Union and Russia off
against each other, negotiating economic deals with both. Unsurprisingly, given
Ukraine’s importance to Moscow, Russia offered a more lucrative deal, which he
accepted. This turned out to be Yanukovych’s political death warrant, as the United
States immediately began supporting a nationwide protest movement. Senior U.S.
officials like Senator John McCain and Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland flew

-AnDolnts-cnier-tKralrne

{ colip*plotter-victoriatnuland/2740967) to Kiev, famously handing out cookies to

protestors in Independence Square.
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ol brua 4, leakedgaudi of Nulan speaking with U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine
. “‘.g, P Ej‘aicﬁ h a tgtes was pulling the strings and crowning the
KiB@Seo ﬁiﬁéﬂﬁ%hﬁ@ﬁ%lwﬁﬁﬁhﬁh@&m ga into the government. | don't think it is necessary. I6

don't think itisa good idea,” Nuland can be heard saying, referring to the boxer-

_ : 7 , hink Yats [Arseniy Yatsenyuk] is the guy who has got
the economic experience, the governing experience,” she added. Less than one month
after the audio leaked, Yatsenyuk became the next prime minister.

Less than two weeks after the phone call, snipers massacred almost 100 people
protesting. Although the U.S. immediately blamed the Yanukovych administration,
another leaked audio call, this time between the E.U.'s foreign affairs chief and the

Estonian foreign minister revealed

'AY, -\-qqun dl Uldl -a-o»-az. U IO, 2

BROLWHAY

fiton-urmas-paet) that they believed pro-U.S. forces had staged a false- ﬂag attack as
a pretext to remove Yanukovych and stage a coup. In the end, far-right militias like
Azov and Right Sector provided the muscle to force Yanukovych out of office.

However, as Katchanovski noted, very little of this context is given in the press, leaving
audiences fundamentally ignorant of the basic facts. In Katchanovski's opinion:

"The Western media coverage of the escalating Ukraine conflict is highly inaccurate and
selective. The Maidan massacre, which led to the current conflict, is either omitted or
misrepresented even though overwhelming evidence shows that this crucial mass-
killing of the protesters and the police was perpetrated by the elements of the Maidan
opposition; in particular, the far-right. Such evidence includes videos of snipers in the
Maidan-controlled buildings shooting the protesters and the police, testimonies of the
absolute majority of wounded protesters at the Maidan massacre trial and
investigation, several hundred witnesses, and 14 self-admitted members of Maidan
snipers groups.”

All over the world, the National Endowment for Democracy is training groups of people
who can function as the leaders of another color revolution. In the process, it helps
squash genuine grassroots movements by co-opting them and using its financial clout
to push activism down pro-U.S. avenues. Spending more than $22 million on the
country, NED has made Ukraine one of its top priorities. Yet an analysis of the groups
receiving money reveals that the whole operation is an attempt to shore up support for
the U.S.-backed Zelensky administration, and to carry out a foreign interference
operation, the extent of which blows anything Russia is accused of out of the water.

The National Endowment for Democracy can claim}is in the busmess of deg;ocracy
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