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to work and get healthy again, in-
to a mental state where she could
go back to work," Ms. Chan told
the inquest Monday.

Supt. Horne said in her testi
mony that she met Constable
Chan in October, zor7, when she
worked in the sex-crimes unit.
She said she interviewed Consta-
ble Chan about the complaints
she had made against Sgt. Van
Patten.

a
She really wanted to get .

back to work and get
healthy again, into a

mental state where she
could go back to work.

JENNIFEN CHAN
SISTER OF CONSTABLE

,NICOLE CHAN

Supt. Horne said Constable
Chan raised concems about be-
ing "manipulated or coerced" in-
to having sex with him and about
how her file was being ha4dled
by the department's human-re-
sources section, where Sgt. Van
Patten worked.

She said Constable Chan told
her that Sgt. Van Patten had tak-
en a screen recording of another
member's phone and threatened
to send the video to Constable
Chan's husband. Supt. Horne did
not explain the contents of the
video at the inquest.

Constable Chan was distressed
about the recording and went to
Sgt. Van Patten's apartment in
New Westminster to talk to him
about it, Supt. Horne testified.

"When she got there, she said
Dave told her that he needed to
feel close to her and that they
needed to have sex," Supt. Horne
told the inquest. "So, Nicole told
me that she had sex with him,
but that she really felt disgusted
by it, but felt that she had no real
option but to do that."

Supt. Horne said Constable
Chan told her that she was wor-
ried about Sgt. Van Patten's abil-
ity to harm her career, so they
continued the sexual relation-

"She was motivated to get into
the emergency response section

A cMl lawsuit flIed on behalf
of Constable Chan's family last
year claims she died during a se-
vere mental-health crisis after be-
ing "extorted" by an officer to
continue a sexual relationship.

The action was filed against
the B.C. government, the City of
Vancouver, the Vancouver Police
Board, the police department, its
union and four officers. However,
a notice of discontinuance was
filed in the case in September re-
lating to one of the officers.

None of the allegations have
been proven in court.

The statement of claim says
B.C.'s police complaints commis-
sioner asked the New Westmin-
ster Police Department to investi-
gate the claims and it recom-
mended charges against Sgt. Van
Patten.

The lawsuit says the Crown
prosecution service later said it
wouldn't pwsue a charge.

The lawsuit, filed last fanuary
says Constable Chan provided an
impact statement to the Office of
the Police Complaint Commis-
sionerjust three weeks before she
died.

"She's really just kind of plead-
ing for justice," Iennifer Chan told
the inquest, summarizing the
statement.

"It outlines that she was suffer-
ing from mental-health challeng-
es, and [it] basically changed her
as a person," Ms. Chan said. "She
believes it stems from sexual as-
sault inside David [Van Patten's]
apartment, and she's unable to
develop and maintain personal
relationships because of that."

She said her sister was "very
disappointed with the whole
process" and had been actively
seeking mental-health treat-
ment.

"The conclusion wasn't what
she had hoped for, so she was
feeling very defeated and did not
have much to look forward to in
the future," she said.

When the coroner announced
an inquest would be held, it said
the jury would make recommen-
dations and ensure public confi-
dence that the circumstances in
the death won't be overlooked,
concealed or ignored.

THE CANADIAN PRESS
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Vancouver Police Union
backs Sim for mayoralty

Mayoral candidate Ken Sim of ABC

Vancouver has earned the backing
of the Vancouver Police Union,
which calls public safety "the No. 1

issue in this year's civic election."
I.R.A JVCIS G E O RG I A N / F I L E S
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In a rare political endorsement
for Vancouver's police union, the
group has publicly come out in
favour of ABC Vancouver party
mayoral candidate Ken Sim.

The union hosted an all-candi-
dates forum addressing policing
issues in the city on Monday, and
incumbent Mayor Kennedy Stew-
art took a grilling.

"Public safetyis the No. I issue in
this year's civic election," Vancou-
ver Police Union president Ralph
Kaisers said in the endorsement.
"Vancouverites are afraid to walk
the streets of their neighbour-
hoods. Small business owners
are struggling to keep their doors
open."

The union said it based the en-
dorsement on three things: The
results of a public safety survey of

r the mayoral candidates fromAug.
18to Sept.2, areviewbythe union's
board of the candidates' safety

rplatforms, and the positions can-
didates presented on public safety
issues at this week's debate.

In a statement, Sim called the
support "an honour."

"ABC Vancouver reached out to
nurses, doctors, police officers and
front-line social care workers to
develop its platform."

He said the party wants to get
city hall working in "a collabora-
tive, productive manner with all
stakeholders.

"We feel that this endorsement is
a step inthe right directiontoward
repairing city hall's broken rela-
tionship with law enforcement."

A key part of Sim's ABC party
platform that swung the union was
its commitment to hiring 1OO new
offi cers and reinstating the school
police liaisonprogram. The union
noted the party also has pledged
to create a task force to look at a
"dramatic rise in anti-Asian, an-
tisemitic and anti-Indigenous hate
crimes" in the city.

Kaisers said the union, which
represents 1,450 officers, "feels
safety is a right - for everyone.
Electing Ken Sim and anABC ma-
jority will ensure that police and
other front-line responders will

have the resources they need to
protect and serve Vancouverites."

In the endorsement, the union
also addressed its decision to en-
ter the rnunicipal election fray, a
break from tradition. "Vancou-
verites don't feel safe in their city.
The VPU board and its members
are committed to taking action to
change that - and if it means get-
ting political, so be it.

"This municipal election, we
need to demand accountability

out of city hall because safety is a
right and everybody deserves to
feel safe."

Sim and Stewart have argued
with each other aggressively at
both major mayoral debates, and
public safetywas often the topic.

Vanc ours er r e ache d out to
nur s e s, do ctor s, p olic e offic er s
and fr ont-line social car e
uorkers to deuelop its platform.
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Premier David Eby, centre lefl, galhers wilh other officials lo announce lhe Safer Communilies Aclion Plan on
Sunday in Vancouver. The updated policy will take effecl on Tuesday. DARRYL DYCK/THE CANADIAN PREss

VPD chief earned
$493,932 in2o22
The chief constable of the
Vancouver Police Depart-
mentwas compensated
with more than half a
million dollars last year,
according to public data
posted to the VPD website
lastweek. ChiefAdam

h Pulrrr". 
"ollected 

$493,932
N in salarv in 2022. while

\ claiminganother $48,282
|' inexpenses,foratotal

.\. of $542,214 incompen-
\ sation. His salaryeasily
\ eclipsed Vancouver's top
V public sector employee,

citymanagerPaul Mo-
chrie, who took in a sal-
ary $15OOOO lower than
Palmer's last year.
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