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Critic speculates
looming NAFTA
negotiations may have
influenced decision

to endorse Trump’s
declaration

STEPHANIE NOLEN
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Canada was rebuked on Monday
by a group of world leaders and
experts on drug policy for en-
dorsing a Trump-led declaration
renewing the “war on drugs” and
for passing up a critical moment
to provide global leadership on
drug regulation.

The Trudeau government’s de-
cision to sign on to the declara-
tion, released by the White House
on the sidelines of U.S. President
Donald Trump’s first attendance
at the United Nations General As-
sembly in New York, contradicts
Ottawa’s previous skepticism of
Washington’s drugs war at home
and abroad, and comes just
weeks before cannabis legaliza-
tion in Canada.

Former New Zealand prime
minister Helen Clark said she be-
lieved that both Canada and Mex-
ico — which also signed the decla-
ration even though president-
elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor has repeatedly said that the
“war on drugs” has failed and he
will pursue new policy - likely
have signed on reluctantly, held
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks at the Nelson Mandela Peace Summit in New York on Monday. CARLO ALLEGRI/REUTERS




hostage by the North American
free-trade agreement talks in
Washington, over which critical a
deadline looms.

Countries that signed the
“Global Call to Action on the
World Drug Problem” were prom-
ised an invitation for their leader
to attend a kick-off event with Mr.
Trump in New York. The state-
ment was not drafted in the usual
multilateral process of a declara-
tion from the UN and the word-
ing was presented as non-nego-
tiable. One hundred and thirty
countries signed but 63 did not;
the dissenters include major U.S.
allies such as Germany, Norway
and Spain.

The statement reiterates the
primacy of international “narcot-
ics control” efforts, with an em-
phasis on criminalization and the
role of law enforcement. It does
not contain the word “human
rights”; advocates for harm re-
duction and against mass incar-
ceration have been trying to in-
ject a rights-focused approach in-

to international drug policy.

Early on, the United States en-
listed Russia and the Philippines
— where President Rodrigo Du-
terte has declared a “drug war”
that has resulted in more than
20,000 extrajudicial killings of
suspected drug users — as “co-
hosts” of the statement.

A panel of the former heads of
government who lead the Global
Commission on Drug Policy, a re-
spected, non-partisan body, said
here that they had expected Can-
ada not to sign.

“It’s clear that a good third of
the signatories have already
moved along the path [to regu-
lation] - they’re being hypocrit-
ical and sucking up to Trump -
it’s pathetic and painful,” said
Maria Cattaui, a commission
member from Switzerland.

Ms. Clark added, “It’s giving in
to bullying and extortion and it’s
outrageous.”

She speculated that it was the
state of NAFTA talks that got Can-

\

ada and Mexico to sign. “Know-
ing the New York environment
very well - I suspect that many
countries have come under great
pressure to sign for a range of rea-

sons - they may, for example, be -

involved in delicate negotiations
with the U.S. at the present time.”

However, Alex Lawrence,
spokesman for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, said Canada’s ap-
proach to addressing drug issues
is consistent with the UN treaties
the Trump statement endorses,
cannabis regulation notwith-
standing. “Canada participated in
and signed the Global Call to Ac-
tion on the World Drug Problem
[because] Canada remains a
strong supporter of the interna-
tional drug-control framework
and will continue working with
our international partners to ad-
vance the objectives of the UN
drug conventions,” he said. “The
legalization of cannabis does not
change our commitment to
meeting the overarching goal of

these conventions - protecting
the health and safety of people.”

Nick Clegg, the former deputy
prime minister of Britain, called
the Canadian endorsement a dip-
lomatic decision rather than a
policy one.

“I guess there was a judgment
to be made, which from my days
in government I can understand,
why they did it - if you’re fighting
lots of battles at once, you prob-
ably decide 'which battles to
choose,” he said.

But he said that Canada’s ac-
tions speak louder than the state-
ment endorsed in New York.
“[Canada] clearly also thinks that

~anewapproach needs-tq;l")e tried

out.”

Mr. Clegg, Ms. Clark and others
were in Mexico City for the
launch ofta commission: report
entitled Regulation: the Respon-
sible Control of Drugs, released
here in recognition of the brutal
toll the drug war has taken on
this country, where at least

100,000 people have died in the
militarized response to narco-
trafficking. Mr. Lopez Obrador
has said that he will take a differ-
ent tack from his predecessors.
“It’s been absurd what they have
done to try to extinguish fire with
fire, to use only brute force, co-
ercive measures, police, the navy,
soldiers, prisons, tough threats
and harsher laws,” he said on the
campaign trail late last year. “No,
that does not work, it’s been pro-
ven.”

Commission members em-
phasized this point on Monday.
“The international drug control
system ... has to evolve to meet
the needs of the reform-minded
states and there are such states -
Canada is the latest example,”
Ms. Clark said.

_“Canada has, moved to legal
regulation of cannabis knowing
that a strict interpretation of the
current international drug com-
pliance system would see it non-
compliant.”



